The use of sialendoscopy for the treatment of multiple salivary gland stones.
The purpose of this study is to document our experience with sialendoscopy for the treatment of multiple calculi of the salivary ducts, as well as to discuss the technique and indications for the procedure. In this retrospective non-interventional study, 530 consecutive cases of sialolithiasis were investigated, and the cases with multiple calculi were selected for further analysis. These selected cases were analyzed from clinical and surgical aspects. Multiple calculi were detected in 37 of 530 consecutive investigated sialolithiasis cases. The gender distribution was 15 men and 22 women, with a mean age of 40.4 years. Among these patients, the submandibular gland was affected in 33 cases (right in 13 and left in 20) and the parotid gland was affected in 4 cases (right in 3 and left in 1). As for complications, 1 patient had a postoperative infection and 2 other patients had postoperative ranulas that were considered minor complications. Among all 37 cases, we had 3 cases in which preoperative imaging (sonography in 1 and radiography in 2) showed a single sialolith in the duct, but failed to show further sialoliths that were discovered later by sialendoscopy. The use of sialendoscopy allows a better diagnosis and minimally invasive treatment for multiple calculi. Interventional sialendoscopy allows the extraction of sialoliths in most patients, preventing open gland excision or surgical removal of the gland even in cases with multiple calculi. Sialendoscopy allows exploration of the ductal system in detail. This technique helps to discover additional stones in the ductal system that could not have been identified with the conventional imaging modalities available.